| I
Hand in guns to your local police , G E
and you won't be prosecuted for
having them illegally N
Gun crime is a causa ol major fear and

distress, and a real problem In certain areas.

In particular, there is growing concern about 0 F F I H E

young pecple carrying and misusing firearms

to boost their image.
Air weapons are dangerous when they are in

the wrong hands. People have been blinded,

scarred for life or even killed by them. Pets GUN AM N ESTY

and wildlife have been killed or hurt, and

property has been damaged. A N D H AN n _I N
But there is something that you can do to [ | .I.
reduce the number of guns available for | ' M ARCH 313

criminals to use. There will be a firearms
‘amnesty’ in England, Wales and Scotland

TO
from 31 March to 30 April. APRI L 3 BTH

www.getgunsoffthestreets.co.uk

P | CRIME
| 2 77 . ﬁ. | LET '|! Bi!llli:..:ﬁ.'q..
L o Glsekre T 8 Home Office - Y

S




An amnesty means people can
hand in guns they shouldn’t have
without being prosecuted for
having them. During this amnesty
we want people to hand in:

& illegally-held guns and ammunition;

& imitation firearms and alr guns used for
criminal purposes; and

@ other unwanted guns and ammunition,
including air guns and imitations.

If you have a gun that falls into ary of these
categories, hand it in.

Perhaps you know Somebody who does, maybe
somebody who |s close to you, I you do,
encourage them to take advantage of this
opportunity befare it is oo late.

Remamber, svery gun given up is one less that
COMINas can use:

What is an illegally-held gun?

If you have any firsarm of shatgun, other than
a low-powered air gur, you must hayve a valid
certificate from the police, Them are also
restriclions on pessessing ammunition, stiin
guns and C8 and pepper sprays.

Thare are several reasons why pecple might awn
gunis and ammunition without valid centificates.
Tha guns could be war souvenirs or have been
passad on following the death of a relative. Soma
pecple may even have a firesarm and not realise
thal thay nesd a licence. Others will have got hold
of them deiberatety for cnminal purposes.

What should | do?

The amnesty makes it vary simple Tor you 1o give
up guns, ammunition and olhar weapons.
Choosa the aption that suits you best,

@ Go toyour local police station and hand
them in.

@ If you can't go in person, or are waomied
about handiing the gun, contact your local
police to make armangements to hand it in,
Look for their number in your lpeal diregiory,
Please don't phons 999,

it you don't want to give your name and
address, you don't have to.

By handing the gun or other items to the police,
you are giving up ownership, Remamber, during
the amnesty you will nol be prosecuted for
possessing a firearm illegally if you hand it in.

What happens if | don’t take
advantage of the amnesty?

If you don't hand in a gun
which you have [llegally, you
may be prosecutad.

Thia maxirmum penalty for
Megally possessing agun or
ammunition:|s up to 10 years
in prison or a fine (or both)

After the amnesty, the Governmant will also be
introducing tough new sentences and laws for a
number of firearms-related offances,

@ Anybody in possession of a firearm that
has been banmed will gét at least five years:
in prison,

@ It will be an offence o possess an imitation
firsarm or air gun in 3 public place without
legal authority or reasonable excuse

The police will be organising a crackdawn
an firearms.

Take advantage ol this opportunity and get
rid of that gun before it's too late.

ir'.l'lnﬂmn handing in a gun i
@ Beverycareful.
i Make sure it’s not naded.
@ Never point a gun at anyons,
L% "




